
COVID-19: Pulse of WA

Results are based on a fortnightly online survey of n=305 WA residents aged 18+ 
Data is weighted to the 2016 ABS census data
Data collection period: Wave 2 (30th March - 15th April)

• Local COVID case numbers peaked near 10,000 cases a day
• Further restrictions were eased, with venue capacity increased

and no more limitations on West Australians gathering at home
• Global tensions and supply chain pressures continue to drive up the cost of living

In the news this fortnight:

Compared to the height of COVID in 2020, 
West Australians are experiencing more worry, 
frustration and anxiety. 

32% 21% 20%
Grateful Calm Optimistic

25% 29% 27%
Worried Frustrated Anxious

Despite facing significant 
community transmission for the 
first time in two years, concern is 
lower than at the start of the first 
wave in 2020 (86%). Concern is 
highest among those 55+ (74%).

62%

While COVID remains an issue, 
cost of living dominates current concerns.

Seek information about 40% COVID-19 daily

Updates on current restrictions is the most 
commonly sought information, though many 
still seek updates on case numbers and 
hospitalisations.

Current restrictions in WA65%

Number of confirmed cases in WA50%
Number of people in hospital in WA 
due to COVID40%

Since the community spread of COVID West 
Aussies have changed their behaviour. 
They are less likely to…

53% 50% 50% 32%
Take part 
in physical 
greetings

Go out to 
eat

Visit public 
places

Spend on 
non-essential 

items

Most West Australians indicate they are 
not in a hurry to travel overseas, though 
those under 55 are more likely to plan an 
overseas trip in the next 12 months. 
Despite open borders, intentions to travel 
within WA remain strong.
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Community Concerns

Cost of food and groceries85%

Cost of living84%

Cost of fuel80%

Family testing positive64%

Personally testing positive56%
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